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Educational Approaches
Montessori, Waldorf, and Reggio Emilia are the most progressive and influential approaches to educational ideas. Lash (2019) postulates that the steady growth of early childhood education in most parts of the world, especially in North America is a result of these three approaches. Waldorf, Montessori, and Reggio Emilia are the best-known approaches within the European origins for early childhood and elementary education (Fernández-Santín & Feliu-Torruella, 2020). The approaches are a source of inspiration for progressive educational reforms. The three approaches are viewed as the strongest alternatives to traditional education programs. According to Fernández-Santín & Feliu-Torruella (2020), the approaches are developed on coherent visions where children are motivated and inspired to realize their full potential as creative, intelligent, and holistic persons. However, modernization coupled with contemporary interests, the professional, and the public community, there arose many questions concerning the approaches. The contrasts and the parallels of the approaches raised more questions on the foundational philosophical concepts about child learning and development. The paper will therefore attempt to examine the key areas of contrast and similarities of the approaches in an attempt to provide an explicit explanation of an ideal educational approach or model.
Similarities
Waldorf, Montessori, and Reggio Emilia approaches share the same sentiments on child development. Santn & Torruella (2017) argues that all three approaches consider a child as the active author of his or her development. The approaches use philosophical aspects to show that children are strongly influenced by dynamic, self-righting, and natural forces within themselves thus providing an avenue for learning and growth. Rudolf Steiner through his philosophical attributes on child development outlines that the unity of body, soul, good education, and spirit restores a balance between feeling, thinking, and willingness. According to Santn, & Torruella (2017), the emotional, intellectual, and physical growth of a child is purely dependent on the imaginary play. Creative play, use of songs, and stories play a significant role in making a child improve on his or her motivation and concentration ability.
On the same note, the Montessori educational approach offers children the chance to socialize and learn from their peers (Lash, 2019). The approach specializes in the creation of a serene environment where children are allowed to freely interact with their colleagues. The conducive environment gives the children ample time to seek sensory input, maintain order through regulated movement, and thus choosing on the most suitable activities without any disruption. In the process, children boost their sensorial capabilities as they manipulate their ideas and communicate with their peers. Similarly, Reggio Emilia believes that intrinsic motivation in children is the most effective way for learning and development (Santn, & Torruella, 2017). Emilia emphasizes the use of visual images for effective reinforcement of the learning process. 
Again, the three approaches share in common the roles of a teacher in the teaching-learning process. The approaches consider teachers as nurturers, guides to children and partners (Santn, & Torruella, 2017). The teachers, therefore, rely on a conducive environment as a pedagogical tool for nurturing and imparting knowledge to the children. At Montessori school, the teacher is tasked with the responsibility of observing most of the activities done by the child and take the record of the progress of each child at his or her pace (Aljabreen, 2017). The Reggio philosophy also echoes the same teacher roles. According to Fernández-Santín & Feliu-Torruella (2020), Reggio school motivates teachers to champion hands-on activities and classroom design as a powerful tool for learning. In the same manner, in Waldorf, teachers help children integrate the consciousness of the natural world as a process of meeting children's development needs.
Differences
On the other Montessori, Reggio Emilia and Waldorf have contrasting philosophical ideologies (Turk & Sari, 2017). The Montessori school bases its philosophical views on scientific concepts. As Aljabreen (2017) suggests, the school believes that children learn well at their own pace. The teaching-learning process is therefore child-centered and the teacher only serves as a guider. Waldorf school, on the other hand, emphasizes creative learning through singing, acting, reading among other aspects. As Santn, & Torruella (2017) argues that this approach holds to the belief that humanity through a child’s spiritual development has the insight of transforming the child and its worldview as well. Reggio Emilia holds another different philosophical view. Reggio's school focus is to nurture children into better citizens (Santn, & Torruella, 2017). The children are encouraged and motivated to explore. The school, therefore, documents its programs by way of videos, written abbreviations, and photos thus enabling children to review their progress.
The three approaches also offer divergent views on the pedagogical aspects. Whereas Montessori emphasizes incredible academic opportunities, the creation of a harmonious environment for nurturing kindness, and having the same teacher for the three years of stay, Waldorf encourages creativity and imagination as children participate in the class activities (Santn, & Torruella,2017). Also, the Waldorf approach encourages teachers to stay with a specific class for the whole session in the primary. Contrastingly, Reggio Emilia encourages children to indulge in group activities and conduct projects that interest them. I so doing, the children are nurtured to be holistic persons. They get the freedom to participate in activities they are good at hence maximizing their talents and potentials. 
In conclusion, the three approaches create an explicit and succinct idealism and doing away with the violence for peaceful coexistence in contemporary societies. The approaches through their coherent visions are capable of shaping children into holistic individuals with the rightful codes of conduct. Teachers in collaboration with parents, therefore, stand a better chance of making the young realize their life goals. The variant views presented in the approaches are meant to show the strategic plans employed by each approach towards the achievement of the set goals. After all, in reality, great variations are expected in any educational model depending on the approach adopted by the school of thought. It is therefore ideal for parents to take contrasting features as an advantage and come up with a collaborative effort for the betterment of the three approaches.
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